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62 William and Maey College Quarterly. 

11. William Hardress, born February 7, 1797 ; died December 5, 
1827. Robert Hall Waller married, secondly, December 7, 1804, 
Martha Cary Crafford, widow of John Cr afford, of Warwick county. 
No children by the second marriage. 1 

(To be continued.) 



THE REV. JOHN CASPER STOEVER, SR. 
By Dr. A. G. Grmnan. 

In 1894 a monument was erected in Pennsylvania to the Rev. 
John Casper Stoever, Jr., the first Lutheran minister ordained in 
the colonies. He was pastor of the Lutheran church in the Tul- 
pelochan neighborhood, in Pennsylvania, from 1733 to 1779, and 
did a valuable work in his church ; his father was pastor of the 
Lutheran church in Madison county, Va., as "early as 1734, and no 
doubt earlier, and was named John Casper Stoever and came from 
Germany, and we give a short sketch of his life: He came to 
Pennsylvania by way of England, with his second wife, Mary Mag- 
dalene, and thence to Virginia, where, having been licensed by 
Gov. Spotswood, he became pastor of the Lutheran church now in 
Madison county, then Spottsylvania county. 

His name is seen on Orange records a few months after the 
formation of the county, in 1734. Rev. Mr. Stoever, the elder, 
died at sea, in 1738, on his return from Germany, where he had 
been to collect money to enable his congregation in Virginia to 
build a church and furnish an endowment for salaries of pastors. 
He was quite successful, returning with over three thousand dollars 
and a large chest of books, Bibles, Psalm-books, and books for a 
church library, communion service, etc., and, for aught we know, 
may have remitted money before his return. With this money his 
congregation built, in 1742, an excellent church in the form of a 
cross, and bought land and negroes to work the land ; part of the 
land and negroes was sold before the civil war, and the church had 
ample funds for support of a minister and a glebe of several hun- 
dred acres. Mr. Stoever brought from Germany a small silver com- 
munion cup and plate, probably a gift, one piece of which the church 
still has in possession, the other having been stolen during the late 
war, and other service. Mr. Stoever, Sr., evidently was a man of 
wealth for those times, and of excellent standing in his old country. 

1 Family Bible. 



William Bradford. 63 

In the appraisement of his estate in Virginia, his Nuremberg Bible 
was valued at over five pounds, and one prayer-book, with silver 
back, at nearly as much, and his prayer-book, with silver clasps, at 
over three pounds. In his will he says that his son, Bev. John 
Casper Stoever, who was his executor, was pastor of the church in 
Pennsylvania at Conastohen. Eev. Mr. Stoever, Jr., had a brother 
named Philip, a sister Catherine, who married a Mr. Countz, and 
another brother whose Christian name is not known. 

The elder Stoever married twice, and may have had other chil- 
dren not mentioned in his will; he was styled "gentleman" in 
colonial records. He took the oaths to support his majesty's per- 
son and his government, and the objurgation oath and the test oath 
at Williamsburg. 

In making" bis collection for the Madison church, Mr. Stoever 
seems to have had access to the highest circles in his country, in- 
deed, the tradition is, that a king headed the list. After he left 
Germany for Virginia, his friends continued their efforts to raise 
money. Mr. Stoever relates how he made an unfortunate selection 
of an agent in this country to aid him, and that by him he lost 
several hundred pistoles. The first pastor of the Lutherans when 
at Germanna was a Mr. Haeger, and when they removed in 1722, 
or 1723, to the head-waters of the Robinson River, in what is now 
Madison, Hanger went with them. 

Mr. Stoever, who died in 1738, at sea, was succeeded by Rev. 
Mr. Klugg. The church was built in 1742, and the organ was 
built by John Thaumberg, in List, Tenn., in 1768, and hauled in a 
wagon from there to the church in Virginia. 



WILLIAM BRADFORD, 

One op the Mayflower Pilgrim Fathers, Governor of the Jurisdic- 
tion of Plymouth. 

Born in Yorkshire 1590. 
Died at Plymouth 1657. 

Copy of the Verses Left by Him for Hit Children. 
From my years young, in days of youth, 
God did make known to me his truth, 
And called me from my native place 
For to enjoy the means of grace ; 
In wilderness he did me guide, 
And in strange lands for me provide. 



